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of Safety of a hundred days he was recalled to Ferghana
by a revolt; and when in 1499 lie had re-established him-
self in his patrimony, he learnt that the Uzbeks, a mass of
Turki and Mughal tribes united as one people, and called
after one of their khans, had taken Samarkand and Bok-
hara, which they continued to possess until the recent
conquest of the Russians. For some years the future
Padshah of India, " the football of fortune, like a king on
a chess-board, moved from place to place, and, buffeted
about like a pebble on the sea-shore, sought the help
and advice of his neighbours.51 After many adventures,
in his twenty-third year he determined to seek his for-
tunes across the Hindu Kush, in command of an army of
Mughals from Balkh, which voluntarily entered into his
service* With these troops he invaded Kabul, which had
fallen into the hands of a Mughal who had dispossessed
his own uncle. In 1504 he occupied the present capital
of Afghanistan, and losing Balkh, which was occupied by
the Uzbeks, he became king of Kdbul, and reigned there
for twenty-two years before he invaded India, in con-
tinual warfare with the mountain tribes of Afghanistan,
then, as now, well-nigh indomitable, and in opposing
his fonnidable neighbours the Uzbeks. In 1508 he
was temporarily dispossessed from his government by
a Mughal insurrection, and for some years he was har-
assed by Shaibani Khan of the Uzbeks, who took Herat
and Kandahar, but was, providentially for Babar, defeated
and slain by Shah Ismail Saffavi of Persia in 1510. In
1514, after brief successes, he suffered a crushing defeat
at the hands of the Uzbeks, after which he finally turned
his attention from the country north of the Hindu Kush
to India.
After his victory at Pdnfpat, Bdbar had still to make
good his footing in the country. He compares his
successes with those of Mahmud of Ghazni and Muham-